MATCH SECRETARY’S REPORT
I am pleased to report that with the exception of the first County match against Cornwall at Bodmin all our commitments were fulfilled and one additional match arranged against the Cornwall Past Presidents.

We were successful in winning against Wiltshire, Dorset, Somerset and Cornwall in the first leg of the Westport Trophy by a margin of 10 shots. In the second Cornwall match at Honiton it was a narrow margin of 4 shots in favour of Cornwall. Our next county match will be the second leg of the Westport at Torbay and we are hoping that the same team, if available, be able to deliver a similar result.

In the Presidents matches we have won 5 and lost 4. In total 70 members supported the President in these matches which has resulted in some being oversubscribed. However, those making themselves available have been selected for the majority of games they put themselves forward for.

All matches in February are well supported and selections have been notified. The three remaining games in March have been published and I look forward to continued support for the president.

Ron Cook

Match Secretary
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DCIBA Fixture-Secretary Report 20/1/18
The 2018-2019 Fixture Programme is taking shape with receipt of confirmations ongoing. This will not be complete until all Clubs and Counties concerned have sent in their confirmations. We are actively working with Clubs and Counties to achieve this. We also await the EIBA publishing their dates for team-events so that we are able to keep clear of their dates as far as possible.

Taking into account the above factors, we are aiming to have a substantial draft available by end February to early March.

Sue Butterworth
Fixture Secretary
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DCIBA Leagues Report 20/1/18
Inter Club
In general, the Inter Club League has progressed well throughout the first half of the 2017/2018 season.
Only a few matches have been rescheduled from the original play-on dates and new dates are in place for all of these with the exception of:-
Round-1 (14/10) Div-1: Isca Gold v Plymouth-A 

Round-1 (14/10) Div-2: Isca Silver v Kingsley-B 

Round-3 (25/11) Div-1: Isca Gold v Madeira (original match abandoned)

Could the Clubs involved get dates in the diary as fast as possible please and advise the League Secretary what these are ASAP.

Defending Champions Plymouth-A are again currently leading the way in Division-1 and South Hams head Division-2.

Over-60s County Trophy
This year the top 4 from each Division take part in play-offs which lead to the Final. After 6 rounds of this competition, the 4 play-off participants from Group-B are decided: Plymouth, Torbay, Torquay and Isca. Group-A is still open with Exonia and Sidmouth leading the way.

A new date is required for Axminster v Kingsley (postponed 3/1/18).

Exonia v Sidmouth (postponed 17/1/18) will be played on 7/2/18.

Quarter Finals and Semi Finals are play-on dates, ie 7/3/18 and 21/3/18 respectively.

David Butterworth
Leagues Secretary
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DCIBA VICE PRESIDENTS ASSOCIATION.
We are currently half-way complete of our 2017-18 Fixtures Programme.  My fears of Cornwall Country Patrons Association withdrawing from our twice-yearly fixture together is unfounded, as we have changed the arrangements with I S C A to a 1.30 start followed by a hot meal at the end of play.  According to Peter Bourne this arrangement will attract more members willing to play!

I am currently working with the 17 Club Fixture Secretary’s to establish their required fixtures for the 2018-19 season, Once I have finalised the Fixture Programme 2018-19 I will submit the selection forms to the VPs Representatives for their requests.

The Vice Presidents Cup fixture which we have introduced this season, was played on Friday  1 November 2017 and resulted in a win for Plymouth L C. Everything on the day ran like clock-work, thanks to everyone involved!   In future, we will schedule this fixture at the end of the season, accordingly, we have booked a date at I S C A. for Sunday 7 April 2019.

The Yearly Membership Returns forms due 14 January 2018 are slowly being returned to me. When I have received the forms, I will edit my records and supply up-to-date membership information back to the clubs.  

This season to date we have signed 13 New Life Members.

I will be away on holiday, in Cyprus from 9 January – 21 February 2018.  All VPs Representatives have been notified.  The friendly invitation fixture; VPs v Somerset County Patrons, Wednesday 14 February 2018 @ Taunton Deane will be administered by Merv Grimsey.  If you receive an invitation to play, please respond back to him.
I continue to enjoy maximum support from all members of D C I B A.
Bill Dolan,

Secretary/Treasurer,
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D.C.I.B.A. Competition Secretary Report
TOP CLUB,

Just one problem with the first-round match Isca v Exiona, Isca have been expelled from this competition for unacceptable delay in offering dates Isca did not start the process in offering dates until 11th December, leaving 20 days to the play by date, in that time there had to have been 5 or more day’s which the club would have been closed for Christmas /New Year, both teams requested an extension to the play by date which was refused.

 The quarter finals have been played on time,

 The Semi-Finals will be South Hams v Plymouth and Torbay v Exonia 

The Final will be played at Mid Devon

CHARLES PARROTT,

There have been no problems with this competition all the first rounds were played by the play by date, in the quarter final South Hams in their game against Plymouth requested an extension and was refused, the quarter finals have been played on time.

The Semi-Finals is between Madeira v Exonia and Isca v Plymouth

 The final will be played at Madeira 

COUNTY TROPHY,

All the first rounds were played on time the only problem, I had was to refuse an extension to Dawlish in their game with Torquay.

 All the quarter finals have been played on time 

The semi-finals will be Exonia v Budleigh or Torquay, and Isca v Plymouth 

The Final will be played at Mid Devon

D.C.I.B.A Competition Secretary
Chris Beer.
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Inter-County Under-25s and Over-60s
Devon Under 25’s Inter County
Devon’s first round was opponent was Gloucestershire however, they conceded since they were unable to raise a team. In the second round Devon played Somerset at Mid Devon on the 17 December with Devon winning 41-23.

Devon’s next opponents will be Dorset with a rink playing at each Exonia and Dorchester on the 11 February.

Devon Over 60 Inter County
A squad of 32 players was selected for this year’s competition and we believe this will provide flexibility and competition for places.

Devon played Dorset on the 21 November winning 142-123.

Following this we played Gloucestershire at Taunton Deane on the 23 January winning 155-74.
This now means Devon have reached the semi-finals and will play Surrey on the 20 February, venue to be arranged.
29/1/18
Badging - Interim Report
Reminder of the Brief
Review the criteria players have to achieve in order to enter the “badge trail”.

Review the involvement of players in County friendly matches.

Consider how more badged players can be encouraged to participate in Friendly County matches.

Submit recommendations to the 19th March 2018 Executive meeting.
Progress
The sub-committee have exchanged (detailed) views on a multitude of aspects of the above, and a statistical exercise has been undertaken. We are now in a position to move to “work-shop” mode where the sub-committee's preferred “way-forward” will be thrashed out and firm recommendations formulated. This work will take place in February following Trevor Knight's return from a lengthy cruise and will occur over one or possibly two face to face meetings.

Early Indicators
The team are of one mind in the desire to preserve the integrity and standing of the badge.

All contributory elements leading to the badge-trail must be independently verifiable on an evidence-based set of procedures and must each be “substantial” in the nature of their contribution towards badge-status.

Thoughts are coming forward as to whether the badge-trail itself (3 years) is too long following the actual qualification criteria having been met.

Ideas are being exchanged in terms of “upping” the attractiveness of playing in County matches. These include superior publicity:-


“Upping the Publicity”: Comprehensive quality reporting of existing County matches:- 


(names on the rinks, winning rink, key turning points in the play, and any other interesting 
but pertinent information)


Possibly the appointment of an officer to take charge of publicity with better use of the 
facilities provided by the web-site. Photos help enormously.


Resurrection of the News Letter


Possible “Friendly” League for points with Cornwall, Dorset & Somerset with League Tables 
and results properly published (web-site & press), and possibly revised match format.


(note the outdoor South West Counties League, and the new Football European Nations 
Friendly 
League coming in to add some meaning to their friendly fixtures).


Whether or not cost of first match is a deterrent to players coming forward is also 
on 
the agenda for discussion.

David Butterworth
Sub-Committee Chair
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